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From Our Leadership

As we reflect on a year of
remarkable achievements in
2023, we at Raising Special
Kids are filled with immense
pride and gratitude.

Our mission to support
Arizona parents and family
mempbers raising a child
with a disability remains
steadfast and robust,
particularly in our work with
low-income families who
face unique challenges.

We are incredibly grateful
for the unwavering support
from our community. Our
accomplishments would
not have been possible
without the dedication of
our state agency partners,
donors, volunteers,

our esteemed board of
directors, and our tireless
staff. Your contributions have
empowered us to expand
and enhance our services,
ensuring that we meet the
evolving needs of Arizona
families.

This year has been a
period of continued growth
and expansion for our
organization. In response
to the changing landscape
and the diverse needs of
the families we serve, we
have implemented new
programs, extended our

reach, and strengthened our
network of support. Every
step we take is driven by our
commitment to fostering
resilience and providing
comprehensive support to
families raising children with
disabilities.

We are excited to share a
significant milestone in our
journey. At this time next
year, our organization will be
known by a new name. This
change is the culmination

of an intentional, multi-

year process involving
constituent focus groups,
discussions with our staff,
board of directors, and
community partners. Rest
assured, while our name
will change, our dedication
to serving families and
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BOARD PRESIDENT
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sharing the family
experience will remain
unwavering.resolute. Our
services and supports will
continue to be delivered
with the same passion and
commitment that have
defined Raising Special Kids.

Thank you for standing

with us every step of the
way. Your enduring support
has been instrumental in
transforming the lives of
countless families. Together,
we are not just making a
difference — we are creating
lasting change, empowering
families, and building a
stronger, more inclusive
community for all.

CHRISTOPHER TIFFANY, M.ED.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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About Us

OUR MISSION: STRENGTHENING FAMILIES AND SYSTEMS OF CARE TO IMPROVE OUTCOMES FOR
CHILDREN WHO HAVE DISABILITIES AND SPECIAL HEALTH CARE NEEDS.

OUR VISION: TO ENSURE FAMILIES OF CHILDREN WHO HAVE DISABILITIES AND SPECIAL HEALTH
CARE NEEDS HAVE THE SUPPORT, INFORMATION, TRAINING AND HOPE THEY NEED TO RAISE

THEIR CHILD TO REACH THEIR HIGHEST POTENTIAL.

We Believe

Bl Experienced families are a
key source of knowledge
and support to help new
parents become effective
advocates for their
children.

Bl Professionals are important
allies for families. The
shared wisdom, counsel,
respect and support
Creates enhanced positive
outcomes for children.

B n the value of diversity
and celebrate our
commitment to serving
families in many forms.

Bl n supporting the
role of the family in

estabishing public policy
and promoting public
awareness related to
families and disabilities.

B Parents who model
effective self-advocacy
encourage a child's pursuit
of their own dreams.

Raising Special Kids began in 1979 as a grass-roots effort of
families, professionals, and community leaders determined to
provide support and information for parents of children with
disabilities and special health care needs.

Today, Raising Special Kids serves as Arizona's Family-to-Fam-
ily Health Information Center and as Arizona's Parent Training
and Information Center.

Helping parents access information about health care,
community resources, and support services so they can make
informed decisions regarding their children's care has been
our mission from the beginning.

We support thousands of Arizona families each year through
our programs and services at no cost to them.
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Programs, Services . . .

INDIVIDUAL CONSULTATION

Our staff of family support specialists are parents and family
members of children with disabilities and can relate to the chal-
lenges facing families who call for support for the range of issues
a family may encounter from birth through age 26, and some-
times beyond.

PARENT TO PARENT SUPPORT

Parent-to-parent support has always been the heart of Raising
Special Kids. Each year, more than 400 families in Arizona are
connected with veteran "mentor” parents who have walked a simi-
lar path and who understand their challenges.

TRAINING AND INFORMATION

Raising Special Kids provides programs and services at no cost to
families. There are no eligibility requirements. Any parent or family
member of a child with a disability can take advantage of services
which are provided in English, Spanish, and other languages.

OUTREACH

Raising Special Kids provides culturally tailored support to
empower families, including refugees and other underserved
communities, in understanding their child's disability, collabo-

rating with professionals, and advocating effectively.

EARLY CHILDHOOD SUPPORT
Raising Special Kids shares guidance, support, and practical infor-

i P.‘_: » mation with parents of babies and young children. Parents receive

ﬁ!‘ 2 asssitance with locating medical information specific to their
child's unique needs and help navigating new systems of care

[ £ and insurance situations.

POSITIVE FAMILY COACHING

The Positive Family Coaching (PFC) program is available to families
of children receiving behavioral health services through an AHCCCS
plan. Our Behavioral Health Technicians (BHT) work with families to
increase their capacity for problem solving, effective advocacy, and
application of evidence-based behavior management strategies.




Children’s Primary Disability
ADD/ADHD
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Income

62%
l Extremely Low Income Low Income
M Very Low Income Not Low Income

38% of the families we serve
have income at or below 80%
of the area median income

Parents/Professionals

Ages of Children Served

YEARS
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20%
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12-14 15

We Serve

Ethnicity & Culture

Other

® Native American

™ Biracial
Asian/Pacific Islander
African American

® Hispanic/Latino

M Caucasian



“RSK STRAIGHTENS THE
PATH AND REMOVES
THE ROADBLOCKS FOR
FAMILIES"

Raising Special Kids is a beacon
of hope for families. Our family
could have stumbled along on
our own in supporting our son,
but with your help we didn't have
to. RSK straightens the path and
removes the roadblocks for fami-
lies. Thank you for walking beside

our family.




Financial Operations Report 7

FISCAL YEAR 2023

REVENUES EXPENSES

Federal Grants

Fundraising
& Contracts $ 819,391 & Development $ 176,066
Arizona State Family Support
& Local Contracts $§ 987,561 Programs & Services $1,853,760
Community Support $ 660,114 Management & General $ 368,961
TOTAL REVENUES $ 2,467,066 TOTAL EXPENSES §$ 2,398,787
Funding Sources Expense Categories

m Federal Grants and Contracts

m Fundraising & Development

m Family Support Programs & Services
® Management & General

® Arizona State and Local Contracts
m Community Support



“IT WAS A BREATH OF
FRESH AIR TO SPEAKWITH
SOMEONE WHO TRULY
UNDERSTANDS"

‘It was a breath of fresh air to
speak with someone who truly
understands parenting a child
with the same diagnosis as my
child's. As a single mom it is
exhausting. Because her children
are older, it helped me see there
is light at the end of the tunnel.

Thank you for this program”




Our Impact

This year, your support has
enabled Raising Special Kids to
help 10,364 Arizona families with
children who have disabilities.

Whether it's a parent of a
newborn infant or ayoung adult,
RSK  provides assistance to
help parents navigate complex
systems of care, connect
with other parents who have
similar lived experiences, and
engage in an array of trainings
that empower them to work
effectively with professionals.

As a result, children who
have disabilities and special
healthcare needs receive the
assistance they need to live
their best lives.

RSK staff members are located
across the state and enjoy
a hybrid work environment
allowing for easy in-person
engagement with families in
their communities.

Phoenix is the headquarters
for RSK and is located in the
fully-accessible Ability360
Center. This hub is the
gathering location for semi-
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annual staff strategic planning
and professional development
sessions.

We make a concerted effort to
bring our services to under -
served communities. Our Tribal
Program Manager engages with
tribal leaders and community
members to ensure their needs
are being addressed.
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The Refugee and Asylee
Mentorship Program assists
families who are newly arrived
in Arizona to understand their

children's’ diagnoses and
educational rights.

As our mission, vision and
beliefs attest, we strive to
keep families at the heart of
everything we do.



With Much Gratitude

WE COULDN'T DO IT WITHOUT YOU! WE ARE HONORED TO RECOGNIZE OUR SUPPORTERS
WHO DONATE, VOLUNTEER, AND ADVOCATE FOR CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES.

DONORS:

David Alexander
Laura Alger

Dr Mary Allare
Tracy Altemus
Chris Ames
Andrea Anderson
Margaret Anderson
Sonia Andrews
Girmar Anwar
Adam Argo

Cindy Ashcraft
Jim Attwood
Obodai Badger
Marti Baio

Edith Baltierrez
Paula Banahan
Vickie Banks
Karen Bannon
Michaelene Barlow
Karen Barr
Barbara Barthold
Laura Bartlett
Tom Batson
Sandy Bawden
Claudia Becho
Mohan Belthur
Vincent Biancamano
Lori Bird

Sheila Birlin
Robin Blitz

Kevin Bonner
Jannette Booth
Sarah Boroson
Mark Botterbusch
Serge Boutou
Barbara Brent
Hannah Brown
Kendi Brown

MD Bruening
Kelley Brunner
Nanette Bubetz
Evangeline Buckley
Gladys Burgess
Anna Burgmann
Tricia Burke

Jim Burns

Miriam Burruel
Allyson Burton
Bree Cahill
Jennifer (Jeni) Calkins
Lisa Cambron

Stephanie Campos

Daniel Legaria-Cam-

puzano

Kelly Carbone

Jerod Carr

John Carroll

Jane Carter

Maureen Casey

LaRee Castorena

Jan Cawthorne

Michael Chapnek

Ricardo Chavez

Greg Childs

Dinesh Chintalapuri

Wendy Chovnick

Brandi Clark

Patrick Clasen

Steve Clasen

Marilyn Coffman

Terri Cohen

Terry Cole

Gregory Collister

Stephanie Comeaux

Sally Compton

Vicki Copeland

Bill Corry

Hayden Corry

Victoria Cox

T.P. Cullison

Dominick D'Agosto

Rose D'Alesio

Ronald Dalton

Natalie Rugari-Daye

John Dean

Patricia Dean

Bruce Dellis

Lauren Dessis

Tami Dittmar

Beth Dlabik

Mark Dozier

Lee Dueringer

Vijay Duvvuri

Paul Eigsti

Mark Elson

Maritza Esponda

Sara & David
Fabricant

Kenna Farrach

Amy Ferguson

Michele Ferguson

Tom Feutz

Karen Fisher

Joanne Floth
Laura Foster
Judith Fox
Shawna Frank
Christopher Franks
Elizabeth Freeburg
Vickie French
Gary Fritcke

Chris Gale

Mary Gale

Donna Garey
Brittany George
Tom Georgiou
Jerry D Gerk
Jeffrey Giancana
Stephanie Gillis
Kurt Goering

Evan Goldstein
Shannon Goldwater
Fernando Gonzalez
Amy Goodwin
Frances Graham
Jode Grassi

Dale Gray

Tonya Gray

Daniel Gulchak
Nancy Gunderson
Nicole Guysi

John Guzek
Thomas Halpern
Sydney Murrell-Han
Frymet Hare

Mary Harrison
Ceci Hartke

Steve Hatch
Jennifer Heim
Aimee Heintz
Mark Heitowit
Sabrina Helm
Garg Hemant
Karen Herr

Aaron Heston
Mario Hidalgo
Andrew Hitchcock
Peter Hogan
Joyce Millard Hoie
Ashley Horton
Marisa Hoskins
Laura Howell
David Hoxworth
Ingrid Huang
Cathy Humphrey

Judy Hutton
Peter Flanagan-Hyde
Vaughn Perkins |l
Sharon Irving
David Jackson
Francine Jacoby
Brad Johnson
Rebecca Johnson
Melanie Jones
Anita Kadikar
David Kahan
Phani Kattamudi
Tina Kauffmann
Debbie Keatley
Charles Keller, Sr.
Ryan Kellogg

C Kelly

Kenneth Kennedy
Linda Kennedy
Dan Kessler
Emily Kile

Sandra Kirkland
Hope Kirsch
Jennifer Klandrud
Bryce Klassen
Srinivas Kolla
Dick Kowalski
Robert Krauss
Mazie Kreicker
Suganya Kuppusamy
Wing Lam
Kimberly Landwehr
Stacey LaPlante
Donna Larkin
Lesley Lassen
Amber Laufenbert
Evan Lawrence
Erika LeBlanc
Ellen Leibow
David Lewis

Yi Li

Kathryn Lindahl
Susan Lindgren
Todd Liolios
Charlene Littrell
Mike Locher
Anna Lopez
Debbie Lopez
Jean Lorenz
Susan Lorenz
Rebekah Louis
Valerie Lubken

Anna Lucas
Lindsey Magana
Kathy Gray-
Mangerson
Wendy Mann
Craig Martin
Anna Martinez
Monny Martinez
Marisa Marvin
Peter Masaitis
Nancy Maser
Robyn Mathews
Janet Matthews
Emily McCune
Shelly McGann
Cahlie McGraw
Mary McPhee
Lorrane McPherson
Robin Meinhart
Heather Merrill
Randall Meyers
Alisha Mihoda
Brittany Miller
Katie Miller
Dr. Lynda Mills
Holly Ann Mills
Juliet Tiffany-Morales
Kara Moser
Sharon Moyer
Brian Murphy
Tobi Murphy
Lisa Myers
Ramona Napier
Chellappan
Narayanan
Donald Needham
Mark Negrete
Mary Neil
Corinne Newbold
Sarah Nguyen
Lezlie Nicholson
Teresa Nicks
JilLNico
Al Nieto
David Nigro
Stacy Njiru
Gayle Nobel
Susan Olsen
Lawrence O'Neill
Sarah Ordway
David Ortega
Courtney Owens
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PAULA BANAHAN CHARLES DOUGLASS TODD LIOLIOS DONNA RISER
KAREN BARR MARK DOZIER WENDY MANN KARIN SMITH
KEVIN BONNER EVIE HABERER SHARON MOYER KRISTEN TALGO
JIM BURNS NIKKI HALLE DONALD NEEDHAM CHRISTOPHER TIFFANY
JAN CAWTHORNE JOYCE MILLARD HOIE JILL NICO ALAN TINSLEY
MICHAEL CHAPNEK DIANA HOLT LAWRENCE O'NEILL DENIS WIENHOFF
GREG CHILDS ERIKA LEBLANC LISA PEDERSEN

DOMINICK D'AGOSTO

DAVID LEWIS

CRAIG RETHWILL

Nick Palmieri Ronald Sharp Betsy Trombino JOANN Briseno Lori Gelder

Phil Pangrazio Andrew Shaw Norma Trybul Jo Ann Briseno Janet Giel-Romo
Katherine Pankonen Sharon Shelley Han Tsan Marla Brotherton Cheryl Gilroy
Breanne Parker Michele Sherlock Luis Villegas Sandra Brown Susan Grant
Kirk Peda Scott Sherman Angie Waltenburg Tricia Burke Brittany Gregg
Bill Perry Collin Shook Ginger Ward Randa Canter Katie Griffith
Joanne Phillips Mary Slaughter Michael Watts Kelly Carbone Katy Griffith

Lin Phillips Angela Smith Sarah Weg Laila Carroll Nicole Guysi
Randy Phillips Karin Smith Linda Weiss Jill Castle Leslie Hake
Rick Placido Heather Sneddon William Weiss Shauna Cedillos Julie Haller
Greg Podd Stephen Snyder Kevin West Michael Chapnek Lurinda Hatathli
Elisabeth Potts Minhae Sohn Andrew Wheeler Jessica Chester Desiree Heiser

Hiller Fire Protection

Bonnie Solomon

Joan Wheeler

Sarah Clem

Jessica Hipskind

Heather Prouty Sarabeth Spencer Nancy Wheeler Susan Coates Diana Holt
Kathleen Pushor Chris Speros Donna Wienhoff Dominique Colunga Kim Humphrey
Srini Puvvadi Jerry Stahl Nancy Williams Whitnhey Cooley Marissa Huth
John & Michele Elaine Starks Jim Wilson Brandi Coon Brandy James
Quinn Maria Starkweather Patricia Winner Shannon Corbet Stacy Jantzi
Nathan Randall Stephanie Stillman Victor Winters Sandra Cortez-Brown  Angie Jeffreys
Pam Randall Troy Stockstad Tristan Wintle Kisori Coulson Angela Jeffreys
Amy Rehn Peggy Storrs Stephen Wipprecht Jessica Crain Beth Johannesen
Leah Reichart Brian Street Gary Wolters Ellie Cruz Aimee Johnson
Rebecca Reimers Teneque Sudduth Kimberly Wright Megan Davis Dey Belinda Johnson
Charlie Renfro Tracey Sullivan Amanda Wyble Trish Dawson Marisa Johnson
Mary Resslar Robbie Sutton Yibin Xia Patricia Dean Ragu Kallem
Craig Rethwill Torrie Taj Melanie Yager Degillo Degillo Lisa Khoshaba
Glen Richardson Darla Tate Susan Zulch Sadie Derton Aysha Kindt
Therese Richmond Rhonda Thompson VOLUNTEERS: Brenna Deutscher Kristi Kohser
Ross Robb Christopher Tiffany Jessica Ajemarlw Sarah Dorman Jennifer Kupiszewski
Jennifer Roberts Deanne Tiffany Amanda Akey Rebecca Dorn Audrey Laffan
Martha Huerta Ron Geoffrey Tiffany Brianna Allen Michele Doty Sharon Landay
Larry Rosen Kathryn Tiffany Girmar Anwar Charles Douglass Erika LeBlanc
Ellen Rutemiller Mike Tiffany Estella Avila Teniecka Drake Steve Lee
Vijette Saari Paul Tiffany Marti Baio Jeanette Elam Mallory Lee
Andrea Salas Terry Tiffany Tara Barton Lexie Emory Dr. Todd Liolios
Nannette Salasek Tom Timmer L arissa Beckstead Arianna Ervin Maria Lopez
Michael Sanderfer Alan Tinsley Dr Mohan V Belthur Jennifer Foster Patty Loyer
Erica Schletz Vu Anh-Toan Mohan Belthur Laura Foster Wendy Maldonado
Nicholas Scott Dan Tolarchyk Jennifer Foster Wendy Mann

Mike Seiden
Ronald Serbin
Paulina Serna
Viviana Sexton

James Tomczyk
Nilda Townsend
Virginia Trimble

Kelly Triplett

Breann Bierman-Vogt

Elizabeth Bird
Megan Bopp
Beth Bovee
Jessica Branum

Degillo
Catrina Frost
Lena Gardea
Maralena Gardea

John Martinsen
Jasmine Masri

Jasmine Masry
Estella McClain



TO A COMMUNITY”

“To be able to talk to a person
who is sympathetic and who un-
derstands where | am has helped
tremendously. It feels like we be-
long to a community. It boosted
my confidence to advocate for
my child. | feel better prepared
and know what may be coming a
few steps ahead’”

“IT FEELS LIKE WE BELONG

b



Crystal McGarry
Beth McGoldrick
Melissa McQueen
Anna Merrill
Brittany Miller

Dr. Lynda Mills
Jessika Moreno
Kathleen Moroney
Brady Moronez
Sharon Moyer
Janna Murrell
Lisa Myers

Kari Newell
Ashton Newman
Andrea Nichols
Jill Nico

Danielle Nobis

Jennifer Olsen
Jennifer Olson
Grace Ouko

Holly Patel

Aimee Patton
Katie Petersen
Taymar Pixleysmith
Kimberly Poeling
Bianca Porras

Lisa Potts
Elisabeth Potts
Heather Prouty
Krista Puruhito
Amber Puzzi-Cline
Damita Radke
Damita Radtke
Michele Reimer

Brittany Retsinas
Julie Reynolds
Trish Robinson
Ched Salasek
Laurie Sang
Aracely Santillan
Deanna Sapata
Shawna Schrenk
Allyson Schug
Laura Senften
Viviana Sexton
Sandra Siegel
Cindy Silverman
Erica Smith
Chrisina Solares
Christina Solares
Kelly Solares

Veronica Stoltz
Linda Stouffer
Jing Sun

Wendy Swartz
Kara Swierz
Dave Taylor

Jeff Thibault
Michele Thorne
Alan Tinsley
Tona TreeTop
Susie Turrey

Kim Updegraff
Melissa Van Hook
Jennifer Vaughan
Skye Vega
Breann Vogt
Jessica Walsh

Grantors & Sponsors
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Jessica Wells
LaTasha Whitaker
Jennifer Whynott
Tina Wildoner
Kayla Wilkerson
Kayla Mae Wilkerson
Bonnie Williams
Heather Wilson
Stephanie Wilson
Rebecca Wise-
Eklund
Stacey Worthington

AK-CHIN INDIAN COMMUNITY

ARIZONA CARDINALS CHARITIES

ARIZONA COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION OF SEDONA

BOARD OF VISITORS

CITY OF AVONDALE

CITY OF CHANDLER

CITY OF PEORIA

CITY OF SCOTTSDALE

HEINFELD MEECH & CO., PC

HILLER FIRE PROTECTION

J. W. KIECKHEFER FOUNDATION

LEADER ONE FINANCIAL
SCOTTSDALE

MARICOPA COUNTY

MERCY CARE

PEAK PARENT CENTER

PINAL COUNTY

SCOTTSDALE SUNRISE ROTARY

SECHLER MORGAN CPAS, PLLC

TEMPE DIABLOS CHARITIES, INC.

THE CHA-07C FOUNDATION
TRUST

THE DIANE AND BRUCE HALLE
FOUNDATION

THUNDERBIRDS CHARITIES

TIFFANY HOMES

TOWN OF GILBERT

TRANSLITE SOLUTIONS, LLC

UNITED HEALTHGROUP

VALLEY OF THE SUN UNITED
WAY

VIRGINIA PIPER CHARITABLE
TRUST

WEST VALLEY MAVERICKS

Corporate & Matching Funds

AMAZONSMILE FOUNDATION

AMERICAN EXPRESS
FOUNDATION

BLOOM PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY,
PLLC

BANK OF AMERICA

CVS HEALTH

FREEPORT-MCMORAN
FOUNDATION

GOOGLE, INC.

GREAT AMERICAN TITLE
AGENCY

HANGER CLINIC, PEDIATRICS

INTEGRITY OUTSOURCE

INTEL FOUNDATION

LEGENDS GARAGE DOOR, LLC

NETWORK FOR GOOD

QUALCOMM

SALESFORCE FOUNDATION

SANDIA AIRPARK, INC.

STATE EMPLOYEES CHARITABLE
CAMPAIGN

TARGET

THE CARMAX FOUNDATION

VANGUARD

ZOOM VIDEO
COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
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