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Providing help and hope for 
families of children who 

have disabilities On behalf of the Raising 
Special Kids’ (RSK) board 
of directors, staff, and the 
families we serve, we are 
pleased to present the 2022 
Annual Report. 

Over the last two years, we 
have been paying very close 
attention to our impact as 
an Arizona nonprofit orga-
nization with a mission of 
support for families raising 
infants, toddlers, children, 
youth, and young adults 
who have disabilities. In 
addition to the close eye on 
our services and supports, 
we have expanded the ac-
cessibility of said programs 
and services to low-income 
families by diversifying our 
organization. 

Ten years ago this orga-
nization was nearly 100% 
dependent on federal and 
state grants and contracts. 
We are so proud to report 
that we are now an orga-
nization that receives over 
30% of its support direct-
ly from the community it 
serves. 

We would like to thank all 
those who have made this 
possible. Without the sup-
port of our individual do-
nors, community partners, 
charitable foundations, 

and corporate sponsors, 
RSK simply could not have 
achieved the impact in 2022 
that is described in this 
annual report. We hope you 
will enjoy reading the words 
from family members and 
professionals about our ser-
vices, and we hope that the 
program data and statistics 
here help bring into focus 
the incredible need of the 
community we serve. 

Lastly, we hope you will 
share this annual report with 
someone close to you to: 

1.	 help them understand 
your personal connection 
to RSK, and/or

2.	 provide a resource that 
can help a parent or fam-
ily member you know 

who is raising a child 
with a disability,

As RSK moves into its 44th 
year of service to Arizona 
families we reflect on our 
founders, and we thank 
them. We thank them for 
their tenacity and bravery as 
they sat at a kitchen table 
in 1979 envisioning a world 
where everyone is valued 
and included in society. We 
continue to work toward 
this ideal by empowering 
one family at a time with the 
information, training, and the 
support they need to effec-
tively advocate on behalf of 
their child. 

Providing help and hope for 
families of children who 

have disabilities

From Our Leadership

CHRISTOPHER TIFFANY, M.ED.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

SHARON MOYER, ESQ
BOARD PRESIDENT

http://M.Ed


2 3

2021-2022 
Board Members

Sharon Moyer, President

Trish Robinson, Vice President

Jill Nico, Secretary

Alan Tinsley, Treasurer

Dr. Mohan Belthur

Kelly Carbone

Michael Chapnek

Wendy Collison

Charles Douglass

Lori Gelder

Stacy Jantzi

Jennifer Kupiszewski

Erika LeBlanc

Mallory Lee

Dr. Todd Liolios

Dr. Lynda Mills

About Us

OUR MISSION:  STRENGTHENING FAMILIES AND SYSTEMS OF CARE TO IMPROVE OUTCOMES FOR 
CHILDREN WHO HAVE DISABILITIES AND SPECIAL HEALTH CARE NEEDS.

OUR VISION: TO ENSURE FAMILIES OF CHILDREN WHO HAVE DISABILITIES AND SPECIAL HEALTH 
CARE NEEDS HAVE THE SUPPORT, INFORMATION, TRAINING AND HOPE THEY NEED TO RAISE 
THEIR CHILD TO REACH THEIR HIGHEST POTENTIAL. 

We Believe

Experienced families are a 
key source of knowledge 
and support to help new 
parents become effective 
advocates for their 
children.

Professionals are important 
allies for families. The 
shared wisdom, counsel, 
respect and support 
creates enhanced positive 
outcomes for children.

In the value of diversity 
and celebrate our 
commitment to serving 
families in many forms.

Parents who model 
effective self-advocacy 
encourage a child’s pursuit 
of their own dreams.

In supporting the 
role of the family in 
estabishing public policy 
and promoting public 
awareness related to 
families and disabilities.

Raising Special Kids began in 1979 as a grass-roots effort of 
families, professionals, and community leaders determined to 
provide support and information for parents of children with 
disabilities and special health care needs. 

Today, Raising Special Kids serves as Arizona’s Family-to-Fam-
ily Health Information Center and as Arizona’s Parent Training 
and Information Center..

Helping parents access information about health care, 
community resources, and support services so they can make 
informed decisions regarding their children’s care has been 
our mission from the beginning. 

We support thousands of Arizona families each year through 
our programs and services at no cost to them.



INDIVIDUAL CONSULTATION
Our staff of family support specialists are parents and family 
members of children with disabilities and can relate to the chal-
lenges facing families who call for support for the range of issues 
a family may encounter from birth through age 26, and some-
times beyond.

PARENT TO PARENT SUPPORT 
Parent-to-parent support has always been the heart of Raising 

Special Kids. Each year, more than 400 families in Arizona are 
connected with veteran “mentor” parents who have walked a simi-

lar path and who understand their challenges.

TRAINING AND INFORMATION
Raising Special Kids provides programs and services at no cost to 
families. There are no eligibility requirements. Any parent or family 
member of a child with a disability can take advantage of services 
which are provided in English, Spanish, and other languages.

REFUGEE AND ASYLEE MENTORSHIP PROGRAM (RAMP) 
By providing culturally appropriate supports and services, Rais-

ing Special Kids  educates and empowers refugee and asylee 
families helping them understand the nature of their child’s 

disability, how to work collaboratively with professionals and 
strategies for effective advocacy.

NICU PARENT SUPPORT
Raising Special Kids shares guidance, support, and practical 
information for parents who have a baby in the NICU or are NICU 
graduates. Parents receive asssitance with locating medical infor-
mation specific to their baby’s unique needs and help navigating 
new systems of care and insurance situations.
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Programs, Services . . .

POSITIVE FAMILY COACHING 
The Positive Family Coaching (PFC) program is available to families 

of children receiving behavioral health services through an AHCCCS 
plan. Our Behavioral Health Technicians (BHT) work with families to 

increase their capacity for problem solving, effective advocacy, and 
application of evidence-based behavior management strategies.

Ages of Children Served

Parents/Professionals

Parents

Professionals

Children’s Disability

Ethnicity

. . . & the People We Serve
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Income

Extremely Low Income
Very Low Income

Low Income
Not Low Income

5% 

64% 16% 

15% 

4% 

36% of the families we serve 
have income at or below 80% 
of  the area median income
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“THE MOST IMPACTFUL 
THING I HAVE EVER 
HEARD AS A TEACHER”

I have taught and worked with 

students and families for over 10 

years. Hearing about RSK and 

listening to the parent stories 

tonight was the most impact-

ful thing I have ever heard as a 

teacher. 

Thank you, this will help me so 

much moving forward in work-

ing with families and having more 

understanding of where they are 

coming from. 
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Financial Operations Report

FISCAL YEAR 2021-2022

TOTAL EXPENSES 2,060,569

Management & General  237,413

EXPENSES

Family Support 
Programs & Services 1,693,761

REVENUES

Fundraising
& Development 129,395

Federal Grants
& Contracts 786,952

Community Support 771,655

TOTAL REVENUES 2,314,010

Arizona State
& Local Contracts 790,462$

$

$

$

$

$

$

$

Funding Sources Expense Categories



This year, your support has 

enabled Raising Special Kids 

to help 11,053 Arizona children 

who have disabilities.

Whether it’s a parent of a 

newborn infant or a young adult, 

RSK provides assistance to 

help parents navigate complex 

systems of care, connect 

with other parents who have 

similar lived experiences, and 

engage in an array of trainings 

that empower them to work 

effectively with professionals.

As a result, children who 

have disabilities and special 

healthcare needs receive the 

assistance they need to live 

their best lives.

RSK staff members are located 

across the state and enjoy 

a hybrid work environment 

allowing for easy in-person 

engagement with families in 

their communities.

Phoenix is the headquarters 

for  RSK and is located in the 

fully-accessible Ability360 

Center. This hub is the 

gathering location for semi-

annual staff strategic planning 

and professional development 

sessions. 

We make a concerted effort 

to  bring our services to under 

-served communities. Our Tribal 

Program Manager engages with 

tribal leaders and community 

members to ensure their needs 

are being addressed.

The Refugee and Asylee 

Mentorship Program assists 

families who are newly arrived 

in Arizona to understand their 

children’s’ diagnoses and 

educational rights.

As our mission, vision and 

beliefs attest, we strive to 

keep families at the heart of 

everything we do.
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 “I HAVE THE ABILITY 
AND CONFIDENCE TO 
ADVOCATE FOR THE 
RESOURCES MY SON 
NEEDS.”

“Thank you so much, Raising 

Special Kids, for always being 

there for my family. I wouldn’t 

have been able to do this without 

all the support I received from 

my family support specialist, and 

I no longer feel lost or defeated,” 

Veronica said. “I know RSK will 

guide me so that I have the abil-

ity and confidence to advocate 

for the resources my son needs. 

It is an ongoing process, and I am 

sure I will need help again but 

am so glad I am not alone!” 

Our Impact
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With Much Gratitude

WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU! WE ARE HONORED TO RECOGNIZE OUR SUPPORTERS 
WHO DONATE, VOLUNTEER, AND ADVOCATE FOR CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES.

DONORS:
Mark Alberti
David Alexander
Ronald Alfonso
Laura Alger
Dr. Mary Allare
Tracy Altemus
Julie Alvarado
Chris Ames
Margaret Anderson
Sonia Andrews
Robert Ardizzone
Deven Arnold
Cindy Ashcraft
Mark Athitakis
Jim Attwood
Alyssa Axelrod
Marti Baio
Paula Banahan
Michaelene Barlow
Julie Barnhill
Karen Barr
Leticia Barrera
Cathy Barto
Michelle Bass
Richard Bass
Tom Batson
Sandy Bawden
Lydia Beaulieu
Stephanie Best
Ann Bogle
Suanne Boitz
Kevin Bonner
Alex Booker
Sarah Boroson
Bob Boushell
Kamisha Bowen
Diane Bradley
Barbara Brent
Abigail Broderick
Hannah Brown
Jake Brown
Carrie Bruce
Evangeline & Patrick 
   Buckley
Randi Burggraff
Anna Burgmann
Christina Burgstaler
Kendra Buringrud
Tricia Burke
Jim Burns
Michelle Carr
Patricia Carrillo
John Carroll
Jane Carter
Jan Cawthorne
Jassmin Otiz-

   Chacon
Sonia Chameau
Michael Chapnek
Greg Childs
Brandi Clark
Steve Clasen
Charles Clemens
Marilyn Coffman
Julie Cohen
Terri Cohen
Terry Cole
Wendy Collison
Richard Compton
Vicki Copeland
Julie Corcoran
Bill Corry
April Cross
Jacqueline Cruz
T.P. Cullison
Adam D’Agosto
Dominick D’Agosto
Elizabeth Dail
Jane Dalen
Matt D’Alesio
Rose D’Alesio
Ronald Dalton
Caroline Daniali
Lisa Davis
Neil Davis
Hector Dessis
Lauren Dessis
Jason Diez
Tami Dittmar
Angelika Doebler
Mark Dozier
Lee Dueringer
Blake Dunbar
Dana Duncan
Vijay Duvvuri
Dillon Easter
Joel Eckroth
Paul Eigsti
Mark Elson
Richard Espinoza
Maritza Esponda
Andrew Evans
Tammi Evens
Michelle Faudskar
Karen Fisher
Laura Foster
Shawna Frank
Brian Freker
Vickie French
Trevor Frost
Khara Fuentes
Mark Gass
Marie & Drew Gasser

Greg Geenen
Lori Gelder
Christopher Gentis
Tom Georgiou
Jerry D. Gerk
Nancy Gignac
Regina Gill
Shannon Goldwater
Ed Gonzalez
Fernando Gonzalez
Gabriela Lopez 
   Gonzalo
Sarah Gorr
Susan Grace
Jode Grassi
Tonya Gray
Nancy Gunderson
John Guzek
Dennis Haberer
Thomas Halpern
Renee Hanson
Frymet Hare
F.C. Harris
Mary Harrison
Ceci Hartke
Alan Hartsook
Alan Havir
Logan Hawkins
Aimee Heintz
Mark Heitowit
Karen Herr
Jonathan Hess
Mario Hidalgo
Juli Hilz
Peter Hogan
Joyce Millard Hoie
Helen Holden
Tiffany Hornbeek
Ashley Horton
Humana
Sharon 
   Flanagan-Hyde
Vaughn Perkins III
David Jackson
Michael Jacoby
Joseph Januskiewicz
Claudia Jaramillo
Cyndi Jenkins
Forrest Jenkins
Brad Johnson
Fred Johnson
Julie Johnson
Anita Kadikar
David Kahan
Barry Kaplan
Kristine Kath
Nathan Kaufman

James Mc Kelvey
Kenneth Kennedy
Ravyn Kent
Dan Kessler
Nancy Kiernan
Katy Killoran
Jennifer Klandrud
Bryce Klassen
Srinivas Kolla
Greg Konishi
Colby Kostur
Dick Kowalski
Monica Kramer
Carol Kreinick
Ramya Kumar
Jennifer Kupiszewski
Wing Lam
Kimberly Landwehr
Kathy Lane
Angelica Lara
Karen Largent
Evan Lawrence
Erika LeBlanc
Melinda Lechowski
Mallory Lee
Candice Leger
Ellen Leibow
Richard Leibundgut
Anden Leski
Amy Leverant
Laura Levine
David Lewis
Todd Liolios
Mike Locher
Marianna Loftus
Cheyenne Lord
Nicole Lovell
Anna Lucas
Nicole Madera
Lee Mallach
Kathy Gray-
   Mangerson
Alicia Martin
Machelle Martin
Michael Martinez
Nancy Maser
Spencer Mason
Shoshana Mayden
Tyler McChesney
Emily McCune
Kathy McDonald
Shelly McGann
Randy McGrane
Ken McKinnon
Mary McPhee
Alisha Mihoda
Brittany Miller

Dr. Lynda Mills
Don Mintz
Kim Morris
Sharon Moyer
Tobi Murphy
Janna Murrell
Boris Najac
Ramona Napier
Chellappan   
   Narayanan
Patricia Nedberg
Donald Needham
Mark Negrete
Mary Neil
Patti Nellessen
Russell Nelson
Corinne Newbold
Valerie Newman
Kim Nguyen
Jill Nico
Gayle Nobel
Eric Nolting
Ndidi Obiesie
Melissa Olson
Lawrence O’Neill
Gabriela Sanchez 
   Orozco
David Ortega
Nick Palmieri
Phil Pangrazio
Pamela Paulin
L Philippe
Vinay Ponna
Lisa Potts
Nancy Prenzno
James Price
Heather Prouty
John & Michele 
   Quinn
Kelly Randall
Pam Randall
Dalin Reed
Pam Remsey
Cristina Renteria
Mary Resslar
Craig Rethwill
Adrian Reznik
Glen Richardson
Therese Richmond
Dolores Rios
Andrew Ritter
Ross Robb
Bradley Robertson
Jessi Robertson
Bethany Robinson
Erin Robinson
Mary Robinson

SONIA ANDREWS

PAULA BANAHAN

KAREN BARR

JAN CAWTHORNE

MICHAEL CHAPNEK

GREG CHILDS

WENDY COLLISON

DOMINICK D’AGOSTO

GREG GEENAN

NANCY GUNDERSON

CECI HARKTKE

JOYCE MILLARD HOIE

ERIKA LEBLANC

AMY LEVERANT

DAVID LEWIS

CHEYENNE LORD

RANDY MCGRANE

DONALD NEEDHAM

JILL NICO

LAWRENCE O’NEILL

GABRIELA SANCHEZ             

   OROZCO

DAVID ORTEGA

CRAIG RETHWILL

BRADLEY ROBERTSON 

TRISH ROBINSON

CHRISTOPHER TIFFANY

ALAN TINSLEY

DENIS WIENHOFF

KATHLEEN YBARRA

LEADERSHIP  CIRCLEJJululiiaa

Trish Robinson
Karey Rodeffer
Larry Rosen
Vicky Rozich
Nathaniel Ruddy
Ellen Rutemiller
Jessica Ruvalcaba
Mark Ryczek
Andrea Salas
Nannette Salasek
Jessica Sanchez
Michael Sanderfer
Seria Santiago
Will Schmidt
George Schuller
Stacy Seibert
Mike Seiden
Phyllis Senseman
Paulina Serna
Dale Shafer
Andrew Shaw
David Shaw
Scott Sherman
Illia Shevchenko
Collin Shook
Laurie Shook
Mary Slaughter
Karin Smith
Temple Smolen
Minhae Sohn
Andrew Solheim
Carolyn Sostrom
Chris Speros
Jerry Stahl
John Stamper
Glenn Stanton
Elise Stein
Jeffrey Stein
Jennifer Stein
Alice Stevens

Debi Stewart
Troy Stockstad
Peggy Storrs
Michelle Stovall
Michael Stremlau
Nicole Stuard
Tracey Sullivan
Leslie Sutton
Kara Swierz
Darren Tackett
Justin Tash
Village Tavern
Debbie Terrill
Richard Theiler
Polly Thomas
Christopher Tiffany
Deanne Tiffany
Kathryn Tiffany
Paul Tiffany
Paulina Tiffany
Terry Tiffany
Alan Tinsley
James Tomczyk
Leah Tomlinson
Nilda Townsend
Barbara Trelle
Kelly Triplett
Betsy Trombino
Kim Updegraff
Craig VanderJack
Lorenia Villalobos
Allison Villar
Beth Viquesney
Kathy Visser
Susan Voirol
Gerald Voll
Anh Toan Vu
Donald Wallace
Prisca Walton
Tandi Ward

Virginia Ward
Jo Ann Watkins
Michael Watts
Linda Weiss
William Weiss
Kevin West
Joan Wheeler
Nancy Wheeler
Tracy White
Denis Wienhoff
Major Williams
Judith Wilson
Tammy Winebrenner
Drake Winfrey
Patricia Winner
Victor Winters
Neil Wintle
Stephen Wipprecht
Kimberly Wright
Carl Yamashiro
Kathleen Ybarra
Derek Zieder
Lindsey Zieder
Susan Zulch

VOLUNTEERS:
Jessica Ajeman
Amanda Akey
Brianna Allen
Marti Baio
Kimberly Baltzley
Tara Barton
Karla Bautista
Larissa Beckstead
Mohan Belthur
Amy Bonnett
Megan Bopp
Beth Bovee
Jessica Branum
Jo Ann Briseno

Sandra Cortez-Brown
Fred Burgmann
Tricia Burke
Courtney Burnett
Kelly Carbone
Ramona Carrasco
Laila Carroll
Jill Castle
Esmeralda Castro
Michael Chapnek
Jessica Chester
Susan Coates
Wendy Collison
Dominique Colunga
Shannon Corbet
Lucia Cota
Jessica Crain
Ellie Cruz
Elizabeth Dallmann
Trish Dawson
Patricia Dean
Courtney Deeren
Jennifer Foster 
   Degillo
Anne Dennis
Sadie Derton
Brenna Deutscher
Megan Davis Dey
Hope Dobbins
Sarah Dorman
Rebecca Dorn
Michele Doty
Charles Douglass
Aaron Dunn
Michelle Dunn
Rebecca Wise-
   Eklund
Jeanette Elam
Cynthia Elliott
Lexie Emory

Arianna Ervin
Michelle Faudskar
Shylo Ferland
Benjamin Fischer
Laura Foster
Claudia Gamez
Lena Gardea
Kandace Garrigus
Lori Gelder
Sarah Giddings
Cheryl Gilroy
Susan Grant
Nicole Guysi
Leslie Hake
Julie Haller
Lurinda Hatathli
Desiree Heiser
Michelle Henretta
Jessica Hipskind
Kim Humphrey
Kimberlee Hunter
Marissa Huth
Michelle Jacquez
Stacy Jantzi
Angie Jeffreys
Beth Johannesen
Aimee Johnson
Belinda Johnson
Jane Jollie
Whitney Kala
Lisa Khoshaba
Michelle Kiley
Aysha Kindt
Jennifer Kupiszewski
Jaclyn Larson
Erika LeBlanc
Mallory Lee
Steve Lee
Todd Liolios
Rosa Long

Julia Banahan lends her name to this special collection of donors who have pro-
vided a minimum of $1,000 in support for Raising Special Kids during the year. A 
self-advocate who has Down syndrome, Julia and these donors consistently show 
levels of generosity and leadership that deserve special recognition. Many thanks!
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“RSK HELPED US WHEN 
WE FELT THERE WAS 
NOWHERE ELSE TO TURN”

“Raising Special Kids was a 

shining light that existed in a dark 

place on our journey,” Angela 

says. 

“The knowledgeable Raising 

Special Kids staff and parent 

leaders who impart their wisdom, 

knowledge and resources have 

helped us when we felt there 

was nowhere else to turn.”

AK-CHIN INDIAN COMMUNITY 
ARIZONA CARDINALS CHARITIES
ARIZONA CHAPTER OF HIMSS
ARIZONA COMMUNITY 
   FOUNDATION OF SEDONA
CITY OF AVONDALE
CITY OF PHOENIX
FORT MCDOWELL YAVAPAI 
   NATION
HEINFELD MEECH & CO., PC
HILLER FIRE PROTECTION
J. W. KIECKHEFER FOUNDATION
KENNY’S KIDS

LEADER ONE FINANCIAL 
   SCOTTSDALE
MARICOPA COUNTY
MERCY CARE
NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA
PEAK PARENT CENTER
PINAL COUNTY
RENAISSANCE CHARITABLE 
   FOUNDATION, INC.
SCOTTSDALE SUNRISE ROTARY
SECHLER MORGAN CPAS, PLLC
TEMPE DIABLOS CHARITIES, INC.
THE CARMODY FOUNDATION

THE CHA-07C FOUNDATION 
   TRUST

THE DIANE AND BRUCE HALLE 
   FOUNDATION

TOWN OF GILBERT

TRANSLITE SOLUTIONS, LLC

UNITED HEALTHGROUP

VALLEY OF THE SUN UNITED 
   WAY

VIRGINIA PIPER CHARITABLE 
   TRUST

WEST VALLEY MAVERICKS

Grantors & Sponsors

Corporate & Matching Funds
AMAZONSMILE FOUNDATION

AMERICAN EXPRESS 
 FOUNDATION

BANK OF AMERICA

CIGNA INSURANCE 
COMPANY

GREAT AMERICAN TITLE 
AGENCY

INTEL CORPORATION 
CHARITABLE

SALESFORCE FOUNDATION

STATE EMPLOYEES CHARITABLE 
CAMPAIGN

TARGET

THE CARMAX FOUNDATION

VANGUARD

ZOOM VIDEO 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

Maria Lopez
Jesus Macias
Diana Gonzalez 
   Madin
Wendy Maldonado
John Martinsen
Eliana Matthies
Estella McClain
Crystal McGarry
Laura Michael
Brittany Miller
Dr. Lynda Mills
Jessika Moreno
Katie Morgan
Kathleen Moroney
Sharon Moyer
Lisa Myers
Ashton Newman

Andrea Nichols
Jill Nico
Jennifer Olsen
Grace Ouko
Gabi Parra
Holly Patel
Aimee Patton
Katie Petersen
Ashley Pihlman
Taymar Pixleysmith
Kimberly Poeling
Lisa Potts
Jennifer Priddy
Heather Prouty
Krista Puruhito
Amber Puzzi
Margarita Ramirez
Judy Rieck

Jessi Robertson
Trish Robinson
Janet Giel-Romo
Vijette Saari
Laurie Sang
Aracely Santillan
Allyson Schug
Carie Semenko
Viviana Sexton
Sarina Siebenaler
Norma Silva
Cindy Silverman
Cheri Skiba
Emily Smith
Erica Smith
Christina Solares
Kelly Solares
Melanie Speights

Amanda Steele
Veronica Stoltz
Linda Stouffer
Jing Sun
Wendy Swartz
Kara Swierz
Alissa Taylor
Dave Taylor
Michele Thorne
Paulina Tiffany
Alan Tinsley
Tona TreeTop
Cathy Turner
Susie Turrey
Kim Updegraff
Heidi VanderMolen
Jennifer Vaughan
Jennifer Vaughn

Skye Vega
Kathy Visser
Amy Wagner
Jessica Walsh
Melissa Ward
Jessica Wells
LaTasha Whitaker
Jennifer Whynott
Tina Wildoner
Kayla Mae Wilkerson
Bonnie Williams
Leslie Williams
Heather Wilson
Stephanie Wilson
Stacey Worthington
Cynthia Yee
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