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On behalf of the Raising 
Special Kids’ (RSK) board 
of directors, staff and the 
families we serve, we are 
pleased to present the 
2020-2021 Annual Report. 

We hope you enjoy 
reading about the orga-
nization’s many accom-
plishments and the ex-
periences of families who 
received services from 
RSK in 2020 and 2021. 
RSK operated the entire-
ty of the year 2020-2021 
from remote worksites and 
our offices were closed to 
the public. Over the past 
year, we have learned a 
lot about hosting virtual 
meetings, facilitating train-
ing in cyberspace and the 
art of ‘muting’ ourselves so 
our microphones did not 
pick up dogs barking, our 
children participating in 
remote education, or any 
number of audible ‘distrac-
tions’ as we continued the 
mission of family support. 
We celebrated strong 
partnerships with state 
agencies specifically: the 
Arizona Health Care Cost 

Containment System 
[AHCCCS], the Division of 
Developmental Disabili-
ties [DDD] and the Arizona 
Department of Education 
[ADE) who, in this time of 
need, came together to 
support remote education. 
They provided flexibilities 
that allowed for provider 
support to facilitate online 
education and special ed-
ucation for students eligi-
ble for Home and Com-
munity Based Services 
because of the nature of 
their disability. This col-
laborative effort impacted 
the lives of thousands of 
Arizona families, and we 

would like to thank AH-
CCCS, DDD, and ADE for 
their hard work in making 
this happen.
We also would like to 
thank our donors and 
funders who continued to 
believe in the mission of 
the organization through 
the first full year of the 
pandemic and whose 
critical support helped us 
meet the needs of families 
across the state struggling 
with unique challenges 
brought on by the public 
health crisis. 

Providing help and 
hope for families 
of children who 
have disabilities

From Our Leadership

SHARON MOYER, ESQ
BOARD PRESIDENT

CHRISTOPHER TIFFANY, M.ED.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

http://M.Ed
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About Us

OUR MISSION:  STRENGTHENING FAMILIES AND SYSTEMS OF CARE TO IMPROVE OUTCOMES FOR 
CHILDREN WHO HAVE DISABILITIES AND SPECIAL HEALTH CARE NEEDS.

OUR VISION: TO ENSURE FAMILIES OF CHILDREN WHO HAVE DISABILITIES AND SPECIAL HEALTH 
CARE NEEDS HAVE THE SUPPORT, INFORMATION, TRAINING AND HOPE THEY NEED TO RAISE 
THEIR CHILD TO REACH THEIR HIGHEST POTENTIAL. 

We Believe
Experienced families are a 
key source of knowledge 
and support to help new 
parents become effective 
advocates for their 
children.

Professionals are important 
allies for families. The 
shared wisdom, counsel, 
respect and support 
creates enhanced positive 
outcomes for children.

In the value of diversity 
and celebrate our 
commitment to serving 
families in many forms.

Parents who model 
effective self-advocacy 
encourage a child’s pursuit 
of their own dreams.

In supporting the 
role of the family in 
estabishing public policy 
and promoting public 
awareness related to 
families and disabilities.

Raising Special Kids began in 1979 as a grass-roots effort of 
families, professionals, and community leaders determined to 
provide support and information for parents of children with 
disabilities and special health care needs. 

Today, Raising Special Kids serves as Arizona’s Family-to-Fam-
ily Health Information Center and as Arizona’s Parent Training 
and Information Center..

Helping parents access information about health care, 
community resources, and support services so they can make 
informed decisions regarding their children’s care has been 
our mission from the beginning. 

We support thousands of Arizona families each year through 
our programs and services at no cost to them.



INDIVIDUAL CONSULTATION
Our staff of family support specialists are parents and family 
members of children with disabilities and can relate to the chal-
lenges facing families who call for support for the range of issues 
a family may encounter from birth through age 26, and some-
times beyond.

PARENT TO PARENT SUPPORT 
Parent-to-parent support has always been the heart of Raising 

Special Kids. Each year, more than 400 families in Arizona are 
connected with veteran “mentor” parents who have walked a simi-

lar path and who understand their challenges.

TRAINING AND INFORMATION
Raising Special Kids provides programs and services at no cost to 
families. There are no eligibility requirements. Any parent or family 
member of a child with a disability can take advantage of services 
which are provided in English, Spanish, and other languages.

REFUGEE AND ASYLEE MENTORSHIP PROGRAM (RAMP) 
By providing culturally appropriate supports and services, Rais-

ing Special Kids  educates and empowers refugee and asylee 
families helping them understand the nature of their child’s 

disability, how to work collaboratively with professionals and 
strategies for effective advocacy.

NICU PARENT SUPPORT
Raising Special Kids shares guidance, support, and practical 
information for parents who have a baby in the NICU or are NICU 
graduates. Parents receive asssitance with locating medical infor-
mation specific to their baby’s unique needs and help navigating 
new systems of care and insurance situations.
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Programs, Services . . .

POSITIVE FAMILY COACHING 
The Positive Family Coaching (PFC) program is available to families 

of children receiving behavioral health services through an AHCCCS 
plan. Our Behavioral Health Technicians (BHT) work with families to 

increase their capacity for problem solving, effective advocacy, and 
application of evidence-based behavior management strategies.

Ages of Children Served

Parents/Professionals

Parents

Professionals

Children’s Disability

Ethnicity

. . . & the People We Serve

Income

N=651         RSK Served >4,000
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(2020 us census)
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“ONE OF THE BEST 
PRESENTATIONS THEY 
HAVE ATTENDED”

“Thank you so much for sharing 
your knowledge and experiences 
with my class. The students com-
mented on the presentation and 
said it was one of the best presen-
tations they have attended! They 
made some great connections 
between our chapter reading and 
your presentation on parent in-
volvement in the IEP process.” 

Laura Atkinson, PhD, 
Barrett Honors Faculty
Mary Lou Fulton Teachers College
 Arizona State University
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Financial Operations Report

FISCAL YEAR 2020-2021

TOTAL EXPENSES $1,825,439

Management & General    $   250,858

EXPENSES

Program Services:

Parent Support, Training
& Program Services $1,498,543

Supporting Services:

Fundraising $     76,038

Long-Term Liabilities $              0

Total Liabilities    $     29,349

Current Liabilities    $     29,349

Total Net Assets   $1,740,219

Net Assets Board Designated $   500,000

Net Assets Donor Restricted $     97,625

Net Assets Unrestricted $1,142,594

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

$1,769,568
TOTAL LIABILITIES 

& NET ASSETS

Current Assets $1,765,966

Long-term Assets $       3,602

TOTAL ASSETS $1,769,568

ASSETS REVENUES

Grants and Contracts $1,507,817

Fundraising and Donations $   411,189

TOTAL REVENUES $2,074,222

Gain on Note Payable $   155,216



This year, your support has 

enabled Raising Special Kids to 

help 9,353 Arizona children who 

have disabilities.

Whether it’s a parent of a 

newborn infant or a young adult, 

RSK provides assistance to 

help parents navigate complex 

systems of care, connect 

with other parents who have 

similar lived experiences, and 

engage in an array of trainings 

that empower them to work 

effectively with professionals.

As a result, children who 

have disabilities and special 

healthcare needs receive the 

assistance they need to live 

their best lives.

RSK staff members are located 

across the state and enjoy 

a hybrid work environment 

allowing for easy in-person 

engagement with families in 

their communities.

Phoenix is the headquarters 

for  RSK and is located in the 

fully-accessible Ability360 

Center. This hub is the 

gathering location for semi-

annual staff strategic planning 

and professional development 

sessions. 

We make a concerted effort 

to  bring our services to under 

-served communities. Our Tribal 

Program Manager engages with 

tribal leaders and community 

members to ensure their needs 

are being addressed.

The Refugee and Asylee 

Mentorship Program assists 

families who are newly arrived 

in Arizona to understand their 

children’s’ diagnoses and 

educational rights.

As our mission, vision and 

beliefs attest, we strive to 

keep families at the heart of 

everything we do.
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THEY KEPT IN TOUCH AND 
FOLLOWED HIS PROGRESS. 
THAT MADE ME FEEL LIKE I 
WAS ON THE RIGHT TEAM.

Lurinda Hatathli contacted Rais-
ing Special Kids for assistance 
when her son Jay’dyn struggled 
at a new school. Age 8 at the time, 
Jay’dyn’s behavior led to a school 
suspension. Lurinda knew she 
needed support, so she called 
Raising Special Kids.

Family Support Specialist Jenny 
Gibbons listened and provided 
feedback for Lurinda and Jay’dyn. 
“Jenny was a real-life hero,” Lurin-
da said. “She helped me keep it 
together and gave me tips for 
how to organize my paperwork 
and what to do. She helped me 
be the voice he needed at 
the time.”

Our Impact
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With Much Gratitude

WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU! WE ARE HONORED TO RECOGNIZE OUR SUPPORTERS 
WHO DONATE, VOLUNTEER, AND ADVOCATE FOR CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES.

DONORS:
Nadine Alfonso
Laura Alger
Dr. Mary Allare
Tracy Altemus
Jacob Altman
Julie Alvarado
Kristie Amator
Chris Ames
Andrea Anderson
Elisa Anderson
Margaret 
   Anderson
Cindy Ashcraft
James Attwood
Matt Aud
Erica Avila
Obodai Badger
Marti Baio
Brie Benjamin 
   Baker
Karen Bannon
Michaelene 
   Barlow
Matthew Barr
Sandy Bawden
Dr. Mohan Belthur
Beau Benson
Shirley Bentle
Trudy Billy
Ann Bogle
Kevin Bonner
Alex Booker
Jannette Booth
Sarah Boroson
Diane Bradley
Barbara Brent
Evangeline & 
   Patrick Buckley
Patrick Budge
Joleen Burdick
Anna Burgmann
Kaja Cahill
Rosa Calderon
Jennifer (Jeni) 
   Calkins
Nancy Campbell
Shari Capra
Laurie Carmody
John Carroll

Jane Carter
Jan Cawthorne
Sonia Chameau
Greg Childs
Clara Chow
Brandi Clark
Marilyn Coffman
Julie Cohen
Jonohn Cole
Terry Cole
Wendy Collison
Lani Angell Comp
Sally Compton
Vicki Copeland
Susan Corbin
T.P. Cullison
Dominick D’Agosto
Jane Dalen
Matt D’Alesio
Rose D’Alesio
Eric Davies
Jeff Davis
Jason Diez
Dean Dinner
Thomas Doebler
Charles Douglass
Carol Dries
Vijay Duvvuri
Mark Elson
Joseph Errante
Elizabeth Evans
Ryan Ewing
Michelle Faudskar
Ana Fernandez
Elizabeth Freeburg
Vickie French
Emily Gal
Marie Gasser
Christopher Gentis
Jerry D Gerk
Fernando 
   Gonzalez
Pat Gottfried
Kristi Grasser
Jode Grassi
Tonya Gray
Kathy Gray-
   Mangerson
Daniel Gulchak
Nancy Gunderson

John Guzek
Thomas Halpern
Rachel Hanzuk
Frymet Hare
Madelyn Harper
F.C. Harris
Ceci Hartke
Altaf Hasan
Logan Hawkins
Samantha Heinrich
Aimee Heintz
Karen Herr
Mario Hidalgo
Peter Hogan
Helen Holden
Roberta Howard
Laura Howell
Sharon Flanagan-
   Hyde
Michele Interian
Aric Isaacson
David Jackson
Claudia Jaramillo
Brad Johnson
Julie Johnson
Amy Jones
Martin Jones
Anita Kadikar
David Kahan
Hemanth 
   Kanamarlapudi
Kristine Kath
Debbie Keatley
Marianne Kennedy
Nancy Kiernan
Sandra Kirkland
Matthew Klandrud
Srinivas Kolla
Dick Kowalski
Monica Kramer
Ramya Kumar
Wing Lam
Steve LaMagna
Lenord Landwehr
Angelica Lara
Karen Largent
Jody Lauer
Greg Lechowski
Daniel Legaria-
   Campuzano

Ellen Leibow
Todd Liolios
Charlene Littrell
Mike Locher
Marianna Loftus
Marcia Logan
Robert Luna
Stephanie Lynch
Sandra Makrias
Samantha Malinski
Craig Martin
Danielle Martinez
Nancy Maser
Shoshana Mayden
Dan McAuliffe
Ann McCartney
Emily McCune
Kathy McDonald
Shelly McGann
Kathleen 
   McNamee
Casey Metz
Steve Michael
Mary Lou and 
John Micheaels
Alisha Mihoda
Brittany Miller
Dr. Lynda Mills
Maureen Mills
Janet Moeur
Janna Murrell
Ramona Napier
Chellappan 
Narayanan
Patricia Nedberg
Mary Neil
Nathan Nelson
Nathaniel V. 
   Nelson
Gayle Nobel
Ndidi Obiesie
Suzanne Olea-
   Turney
Marilyn O’Meara
Gabriela Sanchez 
   Orozco
Jim Paisley
Phil Pangrazio
Kirk Peda
Katie Barclay 

   Penkoff
Vaughn Perkins III
Jennifer Perry
Ellen Placido
Jamey Pugh
John & Michele 
   Quinn
Nageshwar 
   Ramisetty
Kelly Randall
Pam Randall
Mary Resslar
Therese Richmond
Dolores Rios
Andrew Ritter
Ross Robb
Trish Robinson
Vicky Rozich
Ellen Rutemiller
Jessica Ruvalcaba
Nannette Salasek
Michael Sanderfer
Amy Seiter
Phyllis Senseman
Paulina Serna
Andrew Shaw
Sharon Shelley
Collin Shook
Laurie Shook
Dan Simione
Mary Slaughter
Chuck Smith
Karin Smith
Stephanie Smith
Stephen Snyder
Carolyn Sostrom
Aleta Speier
Jeffrey Spencer
Nicki Spencer
Chris Speros
Jerry Stahl
Glenn Stanton
Jeffrey Stein
Troy Stockstad
Ryan Stokke
Peggy Storrs
Nicole Stuard
Kara Swierz
Ann Marie Tate
Debbie Terrill

PAULA BANAHAN

KAREN BARR

TOM BATSON

MICHAEL CHAPNEK

CARLISLE DAVIS

JENNIFER KUPISZEWSKI

ERIKA LEBLANC

MALLORY LEE

DIRK LEVERANT

RIGOBERTO LOPEZ

JOYCE MILLARD HOIE

SHARON MOYER

DONALD NEEDHAM

JILL NICO

LAWRENCE O’NEILL

HEATHER PROUTY

DONNA RISER

MICHELE THORNE

CHRISTOPHER TIFFANY

ALAN TINSLEY

LEADERSHIP  CIRCLEJJululiiaa

Jenn Thomson
Paul Tiffany
Terry Tiffany
Juliet Tiffany-
   Morales
Tom Timmer
James Tomczyk
Nilda Townsend
Cydney Trent
Joanne Trifilo
Kelly Triplett
Jennifer Tripp
Betsy Trombino
Juan Valdez
Brenda Vang
Esmeralda 
Vasquez
Gloria Vidal
Susan Voirol
David Waid
Jill Walker
Donald Wallace
Virginia Ward
Jo Ann Watkins
William Weiss
John West
Major Williams
Ellen Wilson
Patricia Winner
Neil Wintle
Stephen 
   Wipprecht
Kimberly Wright
Carl Yamashiro

VOLUNTEERS:
Amanda Akey
Brianna Allen
Summer Alvarez

Ana Arjona
Dawn Bailey
Marti Baio
Kimberly Baltzley
Elizabeth Bird
Amy Bonnett
Megan Bopp
Beth Bovee
Jean Richmond-
   Bowman
Jessica Branum
Jody Brigham
Jo Briseno
Courtney Burnett
Ramona Carrasco
Jill Castle
Susan Coates
Whitney Cooley
Kisori Coulson
Kin Counts
Jessica Crain
Elizabeth 
   Dallmann
Patricia Dean
Jennifer Delgado
Anne Dennis
Megan Davis Dey
Hope Dobbins
Sarah Dorman
Rebecca Dorn
Michele Doty
Michelle Dumay
Rebecca Wise-
   Eklund
Cynthia Elliott
Michelle Faudskar
Shylo Ferland
Samantha Flores
Laura Foster

Catrina Frost
Claudia Gamez
Kandace Garrigus
Sarah Giddings
Cheryl Gilroy
Susan Grant
Nicole Guysi
Lurinda Hatathli
Jessica Hipskind
Melissa Van Hook
Cathy Humphrey
Kim Humphrey
Marissa Huth
Michelle Jacquez
Angie Jeffreys
Adriana Jimenez
Christina Jimenez
Beth Johannesen
Belinda Johnson
Jane Jollie
Whitney Kala
Lisa Khoshaba
Dawn Kurbat
Sharon Landay
Steve Lee
Cristina Leon
Crystal Leon
Matt Loboda
Rosa Long
Regan Iker-Lopez
Jesus Macias
Wendy 
   Maldonado
Melissa Martinez
Eliana Matthies
Margarita Gonzlez-
   Maynez
Kristin Mercado
Anna Merrill

Laura Michael
Jessika Moreno
Katie Morgan
Kathleen Moroney
Lisa Myers
Ashton Newman
Andrea Nichols
Rosa Maria 
Castañeda Nieto
Michaela 
   Noterman
Jennifer Olsen
Grace Ouko
Holly Patel
Aimee Patton
Katie Petersen
Taymar 
   Pixleysmith
Kimberly Poeling
Jennifer Priddy
Heather Prouty
Amber Puzzi
Margarita Ramirez
Michele Reimer
Julie Reynolds
Alicia Rhode
Judy Rieck
Janet Giel-Romo
Jillian Salasek
Michael Sanderfer
Laurie Sang
Allyson Schug
Sherri Scruggs
Laura Senften
Viviana Sexton
Sarina Siebenaler
Cindy Silverman
Ginger Simmons
Cheri Skiba

Audre Slusher
Eadie Smith
Emily Smith
Erica Smith
Karin Smith
Melanie Speights
Carol Stanton
Amanda Steele
Linda Stouffer
Wendy Swartz
Kara Swierz
Jacqueline Tate-
   Tafoya
Michele Thorne
Paulina Tiffany
Tona TreeTop
Cathy Turner
Jennifer Turrell
Susie Turrey
Kim Updegraff
Skye Vega
Kathy Visser
Amy Wagner
Jessica Walsh
Melissa Ward
Gissela Welle
Ron West
LaTasha Whitaker
Tina Wildoner
Kayla Mae 
   Wilkerson
Kimberly Williams
Leslie Williams
Heather Wilson
Stephanie Wilson
Cynthia Yee

Julia Banahan lends her name to this special collection of donors who have pro-
vided a minimum of $1,000 in support for Raising Special Kids during the year. A 
self-advocate who has Down syndrome, Julia and these donors consistently show 
levels of generosity and leadership that deserve special recognition. Many thanks!
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*“I DON’T KNOW WHO I 

WOULD HAVE TURNED TO, 
OR HOW I WOULD HAVE 
FIGURED THAT PROCESS 
OUT HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR 
RAISING SPECIAL KIDS.”

Raising a medically complex 
child takes a village. Jennifer 
Smith has reached out to 
Raising Special Kids many 
times for assistance and has 
always received the support and 
answers she’s needed to help 
her daughter Madison.

Jennifer and Maddie live in 
Holbrook, Arizona and travel 
back and forth to Phoenix for 
Maddie’s medical care. Jennifer 
is a special education teacher, 
is passionate about teaching 
children with disabilities and 
has a deep love for the families 
she serves in her community. 
While Jennifer’s professional 
experience and expertise is
very helpful, she shared that
it is much different advoc-
ating for her daughter than
it is  advocating for one 
of her students.

ABILITY360, INC.

AK-CHIN INDIAN COMMUNITY

AMERICAN FIRE EQUIPMENT 
SALES & SERVICE

ARIZONA CHAPTER OF HIMSS

ARIZONA COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION

BHHS LEGACY FOUNDATION

CARDINALS CHARITIES

THE CHAPMAN FAMILY TRUST

CITY OF PHOENIX

COLORADO RIVER STONE
& GRANITE

FAMILY  VOICES

FORT MCDOWELL YAVAPAI NATION

GUYS WHO GIVE

HEINFELD MEECH & CO., PC

INTEGRITY OUTSOURCE

JOYCE MILLARD HOIE

KILE & KUPISZEWSKI LAW FIRM, LLC

LEGENDS GARAGE DOOR, LLC

MARICOPA COUNTY

NORTHERN ARIZONA FACES

PINAL COUNTY

SALESFORCE FOUNDATION

SCOTTSDALE SUNRISE ROTARY 
FOUNDATION, INC.

SECHLER MORGAN CPAS, PLLC

SOUTHWEST HUMAN DEVELOP-
MENT

TEMPE DIABLOS CHARITIES, INC.

TOWN OF GILBERT

THE BOARD OF VISITORS

Grantors & Sponsors

Corporate & Matching Funds

AMAZONSMILE FOUNDATION

AMERICAN EXPRESS FOUNDATION

BANK OF AMERICA

CIGNA INSURANCE COMPANY

FREEPORT-MCMORAN FOUNDATION

GOOGLE, INC.

GREAT AMERICAN TITLE AGENCY

INTEL CORPORATION

INTEL CORPORATION CHARITABLE

NATIONWIDE MUTUAL 
INSURANCE  COMPANY

PAYPAL

QUALCOMM

ARIZONA STATE EMPLOYEES 
CHARITABLE CAMPAIGN

WELLS FARGO BANK

VANGUARD
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