Annual Report 2019-2020

Vh &)

RaisiNg STRENGTHENING FAMILIES AND SYSTEMS OF CARE
Special TO IMPROVE OUTCOMES FOR CHILDREN WHO HAVE

DISABILITIES AND SPECIAL HEALTH CARE NEEDS.
Kids



Op

&Tor families of

children with disabilites

From Our Leadership :

JENNIFER KUPISZEWSKI, ESQ.

Words cannot adequately describe
what last year has been like for Raising
Special Kids, the families we serve, Ari-
zonans in general, and perhaps citizens
of our entire planet. Throughout the year
we saw many silver-linings that gave us
hope for a future new normal for the or-
ganization that is so near to our hearts.

We saw Raising Special Kids respond
to our global crisis by moving programs
and training to new virtual platforms,
reaching out to families with individual
phone calls to check in, connecting with

communities using social media, part-
nering with State Agencies to commu-
nicate updated policies and flexibilities
for families raising children who have
disabilities. We saw Raising Special Kids
develop a Task Force on diversity, eg-
uity and inclusion to ensure the organi-
zation is a part of the broader solution
to the problem of systemic racism and
discrimination. We also ensured the or-
ganization's staff and services are ac-
cessible to the many communities that
make up Arizona including Black, Indig-

CHRISTOPHER TIFFANY, M.ED.

enous and People of Color. We saw the
organization pivot to help sustain rev-
enue to ensure stable employment for
its 27 staff members in a time of deep
economic crisis.

We have never been so proud to be
leading Raising Special Kids and would
like to say "Thank You' to our community
partners, donors and volunteers for your
support through this challenging year.
With that we hope you will enjoy read-
ing about the accomplishments of the
organization and its staff over the past
year.

Above all, and on behalf of the Rais-
ing Special Kids Board of Directors, We
hope that you and your loved ones are
safe and healthy.

Jennifer Kupiszewski, Esq.
Board President

/ Christopher Tiffany, M.Ed..
/” Executive Director
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About Us

OUR MISSION: STRENGTHENING FAMILIES AND SYSTEMS OF CARE TO IMPROVE OUTCOMES FOR CHILDREN WHO
HAVE DISABILITIES AND SPECIAL HEALTH CARE NEEDS.

OUR VISION: TO ENSURE FAMILIES OF CHILDREN WHO HAVE DISABILITIES AND SPECIAL HEALTH CARE NEEDS HAVE
THE SUPPORT, INFORMATION, TRAINING AND HOPE THEY NEED TO RAISE THEIR CHILD TO REACH THEIR HIGHEST
POTENTIAL.

We Believe

OUR CREDO OF FAMILY SUPPORT

Experienced families are a key source
of knowledge and support to help
new parents become effective advo-
cates for their children.

Professionals are important allies for
families. The shared wisdom, coun-
sel, respect and support creates
enhanced positive outcomes for chil-
dren.

In the value diversity and celebrate
our commitment to serving families in
many forms.

In supporting the role of the family
in estabishing pbulic policy and pro-
mooting publie awrenss related to
families and disabilities.

Parents who model effective self-ad-
vocacy encourage a child's pursuit of
their own dreams.

Raising  Special  Kids
began in 1979 as a
grass-roots  effort  of
families,  professionals,
and community leaders
determined to provide
support  and infor-
mation for parents of
children with disabilities
and special health care
needs.

Today, Raising Special
Kids serves as Arizona's
Family-to-Family Health
Information Center and
as Arizona's Parent Train-
ing and Information
Center.

Helping parents access
information about
health care, commu-

nity — resources, and
support  services  so
they can make informed
decisions regarding their
children’s care has been
our mission from the

beginning.

We support thousands
of  Arizona  families
each year through our
programs and services
at no cost to them.



Programs & Services :

273

FAMILIES ‘ AN COMMUNITY
SERVED B\ ¥y PARTNERS

INDIVIDUAL PARENT TO PARENT TRAINING AND
CONSULTATION SUPPORT INFORMATION

42

PROFESSIONALS s A ORGANIZATIONS
SERVED . WITH RSK BOARD
REPRESENTATION

REFUGEE AND ASYLEE NICU PARENT POSITIVE FAMILY
MENTORSHIP PROGRAM (RAMP) SUPPORT COACHING
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“RAISING SPECIAL KIDS HAS BEEN —
A TREMENDOUS RESOURCE FOR ; o

MY FAMILY! THANK YOU FROM THE
BOTTOM OF MY HEART FOR BEING
ON OUR TEAM!
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For the Chance family, autism is a large part FAMILIES

of their family life having two boys on the SERVED

spectrum. Moving to Tucson was a challenge, MARICOPA
and mom, Alexis, was overwhelmed trying to s Aiechan

understand what services and supports were O F
A g a o, , Fascua
available for them. She did not know where , T&QNYM
to turn for help. e o
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Alexis heard about Raising Special Kids and This year, Raising Special Kids helped
immediately called for assistance. Now her 8,081 children birth to 26 who have dis-

boys have therapies in place, health insur- | abilities. CENTRAL SOUTHERN

ance, community resources, and are thriv-
Help was provided through Raising Spe- ARIZONA ARIZONA

ing. For Alexis, trying to work outside the ep Jf
home proved impossible. Raising Spec- cial Kids programs for families, educators, Phoenix is the head- Staff in Southern Arizo-

lal Kids helped her get approved as a par- and professionals. quarters  for  Raising na are located in Sierra
ent provider with DDD. She calls it life- Special Kids. Located Vista, Yuma, and Tuc-
changing support for their family. in the fully-accessible son. A staff member
Ability360 Center, this also works from The

More than 15 programs provided individu-
al assistance, trainings, publications, and
support to help our communities navi-

gate complex systems of care together.

As a result, Raising Special Kids provid-
ed aadisabilities and special healthcare
needs live their best lives.

hub houses the man-
agement, AZEIP referral,
communication and [T
teams as well as several
family support staff.

Children's Clinic in Tuc-
son where she meets
with families who are
visiting their children’s
providers.

NORTHERN
ARIZONA

Our Northern Arizona
staff covers a vast terri-
tory and is home to our
Tribal Program. Staff
works with Tribal lead-
ers to ensure we are
meeting the unique
needs of Tribal mem-
bers in a culturally ap-
propriate manner.
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“RAISING SPECIAL KIDS HAS TRULY
HELPED US GET ON A ROAD TO
SUCCESS AND HEALING. “

After an evaluation for her son Cheston at the
Ability360 building, Hope Dobbins decided to
open the doors of the Raising Special Kids of-
fice. She had been given a referral a few years
earlier but at the time was overwhelmed with
her son's diagnoses and the medical chal-
lenges he was experiencing.

‘| spoke with a family support specialist and
as she was giving guidance, | was frantical-
ly writing because | did not want to miss a
thing! | was very new to the special needs
community and still trying to understand my
son's Autism diagnosis while managing his
many medical issues. She showed me | was
not alone. She understood and could

relate to my family's needs being

a special needs parent herself!
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Amy McDonald
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